	COMMUNITY CONSULTATION EXHIBITION – LAVEROCKHALL, LOCHMABEN

Presented by R&D Construction Group Limited and Dumfries & Galloway Housing Partnership.

DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS:

The site, which extends to 3.10 Ha. Or 7.64 acres, is located on the north-western extremity of Lochmaben, generally between Mossvale and Rankine Heights to the west of Marjoriebanks and lies on a slope down from north to south. The land is owned by the R&D Group and is currently grassland, having remained untouched during the period of surrounding development. The site is not currently zoned for development by the local authority, however the Local Plan for the area identifies a need for new housing and the sites specified within that Plan are not delivering, indeed cannot deliver, the numbers of new homes required. R&D Group and DGHP wish to address the shortfall in housing supply on the Laverockhall site in a residential development of mixed housing types and tenures in order to supply the appropriate housing mix for the local community’s needs. This consultation exercise is intended to inform the forthcoming planning application content.
The proposed development is for a range of housing styles and sizes intended for family homes whether privately owned or for affordable purchase and rent. The mainstream private homes will be marketed by Meridian Residential, a part of the R&D Group, while the affordable homes for shared ownership and rent will be managed through DGHP, the region’s primary Registered Social Landlord. The envisaged mix of house types is as follows.
Meridian: (23no. homes)
3 bedroom semi-chalet – 4no.
3 bedroom detached villa – 6no.

4 bedroom semi-villa – 4no.

2 bedroom detached chalet – 6no.

3 bedroom detached chalet – 2no.

4 bedroom detached villa – 1no.

DGHP: (30no. homes)

2 bedroom semi-villa – 12no.

3 bedroom semi-villa – 12no.

4 bedroom semi-villa -   6no.

The dispersal of these house types is intended to take cognisance of the local topography and existing mix of housing in the surrounding developments. Therefore in order to respect the low-rise nature of the private houses in Rankine Heights and Marjoriebanks, the proposal is for the privately owned storey-and-a-half homes to be located around the south-eastern and north-eastern boundaries backing onto these existing private bungalows, with the villa-style private homes located generally to the eastern part of the site. The DGHP semi-detached villas will be located generally to the western side of the proposed development where their higher building form will occupy the lower part of the site. High quality, award-winning designs will be used throughout.
The development will take access from Mossvale to the south, and a central spine-road will connect the main access to the un-adopted tail at Rankine Heights in the form of an Emergency Vehicle Access with demountable bollards.

Open space and a play area will be provided within the development, and a scheme of tree and shrub planted landscaping will be prepared to enhance the amenity of the proposed site.
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE:
It is an intrinsic objective of the community consultation process that local people should be informed about the intended development and have the opportunity to register their feelings about the nature of the proposals. The drawings and other information on display at the exhibition are intended to give a clear picture of what is envisaged for the proposed development, however, these proposals are not final and all constructive comments and concerns will be assessed and addressed within suitably revised proposals to be submitted to the local authority as part of the forthcoming planning application. A list of questions relating to specific areas of interest to the developers is included below, however this is not restrictive and respondents are welcome to add any other points they wish to make in the space provided at the end of the questionnaire.


	There is a shortfall in new housing below that required by the Local Plan for Lochmaben; do you agree that new homes are required in the area, and if so, what kind of homes are needed?
	

	The proposals identify family homes as the primary target sector; do you agree with the site being designed to address that group, or what other sections of the community are in need?
	

	The proposals are based on a low-density layout of housing resulting in 53 homes being provided; do you agree with this approach or should a different density be applied?
	

	The proposals include a range of house styles and accommodation provision; do you agree with the house types being proposed and the dispersal of these types within the site?
	

	The proposals provide homes for sale, part-ownership and rent in roughly equal parts to accommodate all sections of the community; do you agree with this approach and mix?
	

	The proposals are based on the formation of a new access road from Townhead via Mossvale; do you agree that this should be the access route into the proposed development?
	

	The proposals anticipate the formation of an E.V.A. at Rankine Heights to provide emergency access to the site in the event of Mossvale being blocked, and providing emergency access to Rankine Heights should the lower part be blocked; do you approve?
	

	There may be an opportunity to connect the development to Barrashead by a new footpath via the dismantled railway; do you approve?
	

	The open space will include a play area and kick-pitch; are other facilities required?
	

	The proposals exhibited do not include a description of anticipated external finishes; what building materials do you consider appropriate in the development?
	

	Do you or a family member anticipate a future requirement for a home in Lochmaben, and what type and tenure of accommodation would you require?
	

	Any other comments?

(please be constructive & detailed in your response)

	Signed:
	Name:
	Address: (optional)


Please leave your completed questionnaire with a member of staff at the exhibition, or return by post to: R&D Construction Group Limited, Head Office, Irongray Road, Dumfries  DG2 0HT
Thank you for your attention and cooperation. All information is available on our website at

http://www.rd-group.co.uk/news/index.asp?newsarticle=27
